
 

 

Category 1 and 4 are eligible for HUD Homeless programs such as Rapid Re-Housing, Transitional Housing, and 

Permanent Supportive Housing. Category 2 is considered PREVENTION for our Coordinated Entry System.  Category 3 is 

not used in Minnesota. 



 

 

HUD definition of Chronic Homelessness  - Affective January 16th, 2016 



 

National Alliance to End Homelessness broke this down in the following way: 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

  



Which type of Homelessness is being experienced in the scenarios listed below: 

Youth Homeless  - MN Homeless  - Long Term Homeless (LTH) -  HUD Homeless  -  Chronic 

1. John is 30 years old and is living in a tent but has a friend that lets him stay there a few nights a week.  This has 

gone on for 6 months.   

a. HUD Homeless  

 

2. Kathy is 50 years old has been staying with various friends and family members for the last year.  At least a few 

nights each month she has to sleep in her car.   

a. LTH 

 

3. Mark is 55 years old and disabled. He has been sleeping in his car for a year. He is able to stay with a friend for 2 

or 3 nights every few weeks.   

a. Chronic  (the nights at his friend’s house do not equal 7 nights so his episodes of homelessness are not 

broken up at all.  It is considered one continuous chronic episode)\ 

b. If Mark was not disabled, but nothing else changed, he would not be chronic. 

 

4. Kim is disabled and 26 years old; she stayed in a shelter for 3 months from January to March of 2015.  Then she 

stayed with a friend for one month.  Then from May to September she was outdoors in various parks, with a 

night here and there at a friend’s house.  Then she went back to staying in shelters from October 2015 to 

February 2016. 

a. HUD Homeless  (The total time homeless for Kim is 12 months, however it is 2 episodes, not 4 therefor 

she is not considered chronic) 

 

5. The same Kim continues staying in shelters and is sometimes outside in parks from February to April 2016.   

a. Chronic.  Kim now has a continuous length of time homeless from May 2015 to April 2016. The nights at 

a friend’s house would need to be at least 7 nights in a row to break up the episodes of homelessness) 

 

6. Dave is 19 years old.  He has been couch hopping with various friends and family for a month.  His current friend 

says he can stay there for 2 more weeks, but then he has to be out.   

a. Youth Homeless 

 

7. Cindy is 29 years old.  She was couch hopping from January to June of 2015.  Then she rented a room from a 

friend for one month.  Then she was couch hopping again from August of 2015 to December of 2015.   

a. MN Homeless (two episodes of homelessness, divided by a rental situation.  Needs 2 more episodes of 

homelessness to be considered LTH, or needs to remain couch hopping until July of 2016 for one 

continuous episode of MN Homelessness). 

 


